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HOW TO GET TO LION SANDS 
 
 

Air Transfers to Lion Sands 
 
Scheduled Flights – Sabi Sands Game Reserve 

 
Airlink has one flight daily from Johannesburg to the Sabi Sands Game Reserve (Mala Mala 
Airfield).  The flight details are as follows: 

 
SA 8863  JIA – AAM  Depart 11h10  Arrive 12h10 
SA 8864  AAM – JIA  Depart 12h30  Arrive 13h35 

 
Should you wish to make a reservation on this flight, please contact Lion Sands 
Reservations. 

 
Guest will be collected from the airstrip by open land rovers and transported to the lodge.  
The transfer time is approximately 1 hour.   

 

Route 2008 

Mala Mala – Lion Sands 

 

R150.00 per person one way 

Route 2009 

Mala Mala – Lion Sands 

 

R175.00 per person one way 

 
 

Scheduled Flights - Nelspruit 
 
There are three airlines that service the KMI Airport namely:  Airlink, SA Express and 

Nationwide Airlines.  Direct flights are available from Durban, Johannesburg and Cape 
Town. 

 
Land Transfers from KMI Airport to Lion Sands 
 
Should you require a land transfer from KMI Airport to Lion Sands this can be booked and 

arranged through Lion Sands Reservations.  
 
Guests will be met at the airport and transferred in an air-conditioned microbus. The 

distance is approximately 110 kilometres and is estimated to take 2 hours.  
 
Rates: 

 

Route 2008 Rate 

KMIA – Lion Sands 

 

R465.00 per person one way ** 

min 2 guests 

Route 2009 Rate 

KMIA – Lion Sands 

 

R515.00 per person one way ** 

min 2 guests 

 



 

Charter Flights 
 
There is a charter flight (Federal Air) available direct from Johannesburg International 

Airport to Skukuza Airport. The estimated time of this transfer is 1h15min.These charter 
flights can be booked through Lion Sands Reservations.  
 

Flight Times:  
 
DEP JNB 09h30 / ARR SZK 11h00 

DEP JNB  11h30 / ARR SZK 13h00 
DEP JNB  13h30 / ARR SZK 15h00 
 

DEP SZK 09h30 / ARR JNB 11h00 
DEP SZK 11h30 / ARR JNB 13h00 
DEP SZK 13h30 / ARR JNB 15h00 
 

Baggage Allowance: 20kg's (Secure excess baggage storage facilities are available at 
Federal Air Lounge) 
 

Should you use a commercial airline and fly to KMI Airport near Nelspruit, there is a 
charter flight (Federal Air) to Skukuza. The estimated time of this air transfer is 0h25min. 
 

Rates: 

Route 01/06/2008 – 31/12/2008 

Johannesburg to 

Skukuza 

R2 045.00 per person one way 

KMIA to Skukuza 
 

R1 235.00 per person  
one way  ** 

Route 01/01/2009 – 31/12/2009 

Johannesburg to 
Skukuza 

R2 180.00 per person one way 
(includes R47.00 fuel levy) 

KMIA to Skukuza 
 

R1 375.00 per person  
one way  ** 

 
** Minimum of 2 guests 
 
Airport Taxes: 

Skukuza airport charges a R90.00 airport tax for usage. This fee is fixed for arrival or 
departure or arrival & departure. We charge this direct to the guest’s account which is 
settled on check-out. 

 
OR Tambo Departure Taxes: 
As of 1 December 2007, OR Tambo will be charging each guest a departure tax of R47.00 

in addition to the current flight prices.  We are able to charge this direct to the guest’s 
account. 
 

Land Transfers from Skukuza Airport to Lion Sands 
 
Should you arrive with a charter flight at Skukuza Airport, Lion Sands will collect you in an 

open Land Rover and transfer you to the lodge.  Distance is approximately 10 kilometres 
and is estimated to take 25 minutes.   
 

Rates: 
 
This transfer service is complimentary. 



 

LOCATION & DIRECTIONS 

  

 

Location 

Lion Sands Private Game Reserve is situated in 
the Southern portion of the 65,000-hectare Sabi 

Sand Game Reserve, an area well known for its 
high concentration of wildlife through both the dry 
and wet seasons. The Southern boundary is 
shared with the Kruger National Park along 

10.5km of Sabie River frontage with the wildlife 
moving freely across the river, between the two 
reserves. The property’s geographical location is 

an area of great diversity of both fauna and flora 
and affords us unique activities based around the 
river system and surrounding area. Lion Sands is 
situated in one of the most pristine wilderness 
areas in Southern Africa. 

 

How to get there 

By Road… 
Recommended route from Johannesburg or 
Pretoria:  

Take the N12/N4 highway to Nelspruit. R40 from 
Nelspruit to Hazyview.  At Hazyview turn right 
onto R536 towards Paul Kruger Gate. After 38km 
turn left onto gravel road which is signposted to 

Lion Sands. Drive along dirt road for 4km. At T-
junction turn right and drive for 4km to Sabi Sand 
Gate (entrance fee R80 per vehicle). Drive 
straight as signposted to Lion Sands. After 2km 

turn right at sign. Drive straight following signs to 
either River Lodge or Ivory Lodge.   

 

Distance Chart (Approximate): 
Johannesburg/Lion Sands (5 hours) – 520 km. 
Skukuza Airport/Lion Sands (25min) – 12 km. 
Hoedspruit Airport/Lion Sands (2h15min)– 160km  

KMIA Airport/Lion Sands (1h45min) – 110 km 
Hazyview/Lion Sands (1 hour) – 67 km 
Paul Kruger Gate/Lion Sands (45 min) – 32 km 

By Rail… 

A recommended option is the romantic Rovos 
Rail Safari from Pretoria to Komatipoort, with 
transfers to Skukuza by bus. Our open Land 
Rovers will collect and transfer the guests from 
Skukuza airport to Lion Sands. 

 

By Air… 

Scheduled Flights: 

There is one flight daily from Johannesburg 
International Airport with Airlink to Mala Mala 
Airstrip where transfers to the lodge in our open 
Land Rovers are available.  The transfer time is 

45 minutes and the approximate flying time is 
1h05min. 
 
There are also three flights daily from 

Johannesburg International Airport with Federal 
Air to Skukuza Airport where transfers to the 
lodge in our open Land Rovers are available.  
The transfer time is 25 minutes and the 

approximate flying time is 1h30min. 
 
Alternatively fly on Airlink to Kruger Mpumalanga 
International Airport  from Cape Town or 

Johannesburg International Airports.  Lion Sands 
can organize road transfers from KMI Airport to 
Lion Sands or hire a car and follow the above 
directions to Lion Sands. 

 
Charters: 
Private air charters service the Skukuza airport 
and are available on request from reservations.  

 

Other areas… 

We suggest you contact the Lodge reservations 
to get detailed information on the best possible 

options. 

 


